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I often like to begin discussions about Artificial Intelligence with a deceptively simple question. 
Which continuum is larger: the continuum of questions, or the continuum of answers? 
 
Or, more precisely: which is larger–the continuum of inquiry about a subject, or the continuum of 
knowledge about that subject? 
 
At first glance, this may sound abstract. But this distinction turns out to be the key to understanding the 
true relationship between Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Human Intelligence (HI)–and to deflating much 
of the anxiety surrounding AI’s supposed future dominance. 
 
Let me explain. 
 
The Finite World of Knowledge 
Consider what I call the continuum of knowledge (CK). This is the total body of information about any 
given subject, no matter how complex. I use the word continuum deliberately: knowledge is not just a 
pile of facts, but a connected, evolving structure. 
 
Yet despite its complexity, CK is ultimately finite. At any given moment, it contains everything that is 
known about the subject. This finite domain is exactly where AI operates–and where it excels. 
 
AI processes CK with extraordinary speed, breadth, and depth. In this space, AI already surpasses any 
individual human, and often humanity collectively. That is not surprising. AI was built for this role. 
 
Crucially, however, the knowledge AI consumes is not artificial. It is produced by what I call Human-Sum 
Intelligence™ (HSI)–the accumulated output of human inquiry across generations. AI is a derivative of 
this intelligence, not its source. While AI can help refine, reorganize, and even extend CK, the domain 
itself remains finite. 
 
The Infinite Domain of Inquiry 
Now let us turn to the continuum of inquiry (CI). This is the domain governed by humans–by HI acting 
collectively. CI is responsible for the creation, maintenance, and transmission of CK, but it is far broader 
than that. Inquiry is education, learning, teaching, philosophy, debate, imagination, and curiosity. It 
extends beyond what a subject is into how it may be used, misused, reimagined, or questioned. 
 
Unlike CK, CI has no boundary. It is unbounded. Infinite. One can always ask another question–and then 
another. This is why CI, the space controlled by humans and embodied in Human-Sum Intelligence™, is 
infinitely larger than CK, no matter how advanced or complete CK becomes. 
 



Where New Knowledge Actually Comes From 
There is another point worth emphasizing: nearly all new knowledge originates in CI, not CK. When was 
the last time an AI system independently called a human and suggested exploring something like the 
theory of relativity or quantum entanglement? 
 
AI can analyze, recombine, optimize, and extrapolate. But the act of asking why, whether, or what if–the 
spark that opens new domains–remains human. New knowledge enters CK because humans expand CI. 
 
The Claim–and the Conclusion 
This leads to my central claim. Because the continuum of inquiry, a human-controlled domain, is 
infinitely larger than the continuum of knowledge, an AI-managed domain, humans will always remain in 
the driver’s seat when it comes to technology and the structure of human society. 
 
AI may dominate the handling of knowledge. But humans dominate the asking of questions. And since 
questions determine direction, meaning, and purpose, fears about losing control of civilization to AI are, 
in my view, greatly exaggerated. 
 
AI will never beat Human Intelligence–not because AI is weak, but because it operates in a 
fundamentally different, and smaller, space. 
 
Metaphorical Closing 
AI is a powerful engine built from Human-Sum Intelligence™–fast, tireless, and precise. But humans hold 
the map, choose the destination, and decide whether the journey is even worth taking. As long as inquiry 
remains infinite, humans will always define the direction of progress. AI may accelerate the ride, but 
Human-Sum Intelligence™ determines where the road begins–and where it leads. 
 


