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Isn't it almost embarrassing that after developing the theories of relativity and quantum mechanics, we 
are still boiling water to generate electricity from nuclear energy? It's time to move beyond this outdated 
method and create a modern, efficient, and sophisticated way to convert nuclear energy directly into 
electricity. 

 

 
 
1. BACKGROUND 
 
This proposal outlines an R&D project aimed at revolutionizing industrial-scale power generation 
through Direct Conversion Technology (DCT). By eliminating the traditional power train, including steam 
generators, turbines, and electrical generators—DCT presents a transformative pathway toward 
efficient, compact, and low-maintenance electrical power generation.  
 
The primary goal is to validate the feasibility of scaling two promising technologies, Heat-to-Light-to-
Electricity Conversion (HLEC) and Thermophotovoltaic (TPV) conversion, to achieve power outputs 
measured in MW-electric. 
 
Numerous industrial power generation facilities operate at high temperatures to enhance efficiency.  
These include: 

• Gas turbine power plants (~1000-1400°C) 
• Concentrated solar power (CSP) plants (~800-1000°C) 
• Industrial waste heat recovery systems (~600-1200°C) 
• Fossil fuel-fired boilers (~800-1200°C) 

 
The proposed effort represents a critical step toward commercializing next-generation industrial power 
systems utilizing Direct Conversion Technology. 
 
The project will be a collaborative effort between a U.S.-based team of advanced material scientists and 
energy researchers and Technion—Israel Institute of Technology, a premier research institution 
specializing in hi-tech energy solutions and materials science. 
 
2. TECHNOLOGY OVERVIEW 
 
2.1 HLEC Technology 
HLEC utilizes high-temperature thermal radiation to convert heat directly into electricity through 
advanced optical systems and photovoltaic (PV) technology. By leveraging selective emitters, photonic 
crystals, and metamaterials, HLEC offers: 

• Elimination of mechanical components, reducing maintenance and increasing reliability. 
• High efficiency through spectral control techniques that optimize the thermal radiation 

spectrum. 
• Compact designs suitable for integration with high-temperature industrial heat sources. 



 
2.2 TPV Technology 
TPV technology exploits thermal radiation from a high-temperature heat source, converting it into 
electricity using narrow-bandgap PV cells. Key characteristics include: 

• High-temperature operation (800–1200°C) for enhanced efficiency. 
• Selective emitters and spectral control layers maximizing conversion efficiency. 
• Scalable and modular systems compatible with industrial power plants. 

 
2.3 Current Status and Challenges 
Both HLEC and TPV have been successfully demonstrated at laboratory scales, but their application at 
MW-electric levels remains a challenge. This project seeks to address: 

• Material limitations, particularly in emitter degradation and PV cell longevity under extreme 
thermal conditions. 

• Thermal management to prevent overheating and optimize photon recycling. 
• Economic feasibility, reducing the high costs of advanced materials and fabrication. 

 
3. DESIRED FEATURES FOR MATERIALS AND REACTOR DESIGN 
This section proposes various R&D paths that might be considered in developing DCT.  
 
3.1 Materials 

• High-temperature resistant materials: Research advanced ceramics, metamaterials, and nano-
engineered composites capable of maintaining structural integrity and efficiency at operational 
temperatures exceeding 1000°C. 

• Radiation-resistant materials: Develop and test materials with enhanced stability against 
extreme heat and prolonged exposure to high-intensity infrared radiation. 

• Heat-to-light conversion efficiency: Investigate the integration of quantum dot technology, 
photonic crystal structures, and rare-earth doped materials to maximize thermal-to-optical 
conversion efficiency. 

• 3D volumetric light emission: Explore metamaterial-based emitters with engineered bandgaps 
to facilitate controlled 3D infrared radiation for enhanced energy transfer. 

 
3.2 System Design 

• Gaseous heat absorption blanket: Implement a high-density noble gas mixture (e.g., xenon-
argon blend) or nanoparticle-laden fluid designed to efficiently absorb thermal energy while 
remaining transparent to targeted IR wavelengths. 

• Volumetric 3D infrared radiation: Leverage engineered gases with specific emissivity properties 
to act as distributed IR radiators, enhancing isotropic energy transfer to light-emitting panels. 

• Gaseous light-emitting panels: Design luminescent gas mixtures containing phosphorescent 
nanoparticles or optically active compounds that can convert absorbed heat into a 3D 
omnidirectional IR light source. 

• Optimized energy transfer mechanics: Implement microfluidic or aerosol-based thermal control 
systems within the containment structure to fine-tune temperature distributions and ensure 
maximal photonic energy conversion efficiency. 

 
4. RESEARCH TEAM 
The project will be conducted by two teams—U.S.-based (N5Digital) and Israel-based (Technion)—each 
consisting of 5 specialists in relevant scientific and engineering fields. 
 
4.1 Key Expertise Areas 

• Advanced Materials Science (Emitters, Photonic Crystals, Metamaterials) 
• Thermal and Optical Engineering (Photon recycling, Spectral optimization) 



• Computational Modeling (Finite Element Analysis, Multiphysics simulations) 
• Prototype Manufacturing & Testing 

 
4.2 Leadership 

• Dr. Ezra Elias (Technion, Israel) – Lead Coordinator, Israeli DCT Research Team 
• Dr. Lev Neymotin (N5Digital, USA) – Lead Coordinator, U.S. DCT Research Team 

 
Each team will operate in close collaboration but maintain operational independence to ensure parallel 
progress in different aspects of the project. 

 
 
5. SCOPE OF WORK AND BUDGET 
The project will be executed over five years with a total budget of $50 million, distributed across three 
key R&D phases. 
 
5.1 Project Phases 
PHASE 1: Feasibility Study (18 months, $3M) 
• Budget Breakdown & Duration: 

• Computational modeling: $1M (6 months) 
• Material testing for emitters and PV cells: $1M (12 months) 
• Scalability study and economic analysis: $1M (18 months) 

• Activities: 
• Theoretical evaluation of HLEC and TPV scalability. 
• Spectral optimization for maximum efficiency. 
• Identification of technical and economic barriers. 

• Specialists Involved: 
• Optical engineers (spectral modeling, efficiency assessment) 
• Materials scientists (emitter and PV testing) 
• Thermal engineers (heat transfer assessment) 

 
PHASE 2: Laboratory Experiments & Prototype Development (24 months, $25M) 
• Budget Breakdown & Duration: 

• Experimental setup and material synthesis: $10M (12 months) 
• PV cell testing under high-temperature industrial conditions: $5M (12 months) 
• Prototype system assembly: $10M (24 months) 

• Activities: 
• Establish high-temperature testbeds. 
• Develop and test optimized PV arrays. 
• Build a lab-scale prototype demonstrating DCT. 
• Integrate advanced cooling and photon recycling systems. 

• Specialists Involved: 
• Experimental physicists (setup and data collection) 
• Electrical engineers (PV performance analysis) 
• Mechanical engineers (prototype assembly and integration) 

 
PHASE 3: Prototype Scaling & Industrial Integration Planning (18 months, $22M) 
• Budget Breakdown & Duration: 

• Large-scale thermal simulations: $5M (12 months) 
• Industrial system integration studies: $7M (18 months) 
• Prototype refinement and commercialization planning: $10M (18 months) 

• Activities: 



• Finalize DCT integration into high-temperature industrial applications. 
• Conduct large-scale heat transfer and conversion simulations. 
• Develop commercialization pathways and technical documentation. 

• Specialists Involved: 
• Energy system engineers (industrial integration) 
• Business strategists (commercialization planning) 
• System architects (final design integration) 

 
5.2 Labor Expenses  

• Total Specialist Involvement: 
o U.S. Team (5 members) & Israeli Team (5 members) working full-time. 

• Estimated Salary per Specialist: $200,000 annually. 
• Total Salary Costs: 

o Yearly Cost: $2M (10 specialists at $200K each) 
o Total Cost Over 5 Years: $10M 

 
5.3 Project Deliverables 
The project's key deliverables include: 

• A demonstrable and patented Direct Conversion Technology (DCT) system. 
• A lab-scale prototype demonstrating scalable MW-electric potential. 
• A conceptual design for an industrial-scale power system employing DCT. 

 
 
6 FUNDING 
 
6.1 Potential Fundraising Sources 

• U.S. Federal Grants: DOE ARPA-E, National Science Foundation (NSF), Office of Energy Efficiency 
& Renewable Energy (EERE). 

• Israeli Research Grants: Israel Innovation Authority, Technion R&D Funds. 
• Private Investment & Venture Capital: Energy-focused VCs, Industry Consortiums. 
• Corporate Partnerships: Collaborations with industrial power companies for technology 

licensing. 
 
6.2 Fundraising Strategy 

• Engage with government agencies for early-stage feasibility funding. 
• Seek industry partnerships for prototype co-funding and commercialization agreements. 
• Apply for international energy innovation grants to support cross-border R&D efforts. 
• Leverage private investors focused on next-generation nuclear technologies. 

 
 
7. CONCLUSION 
 
This project represents a paradigm shift in industrial energy generation by advancing Direct Conversion 
Technology (DCT) based on HLEC and TPV. By leveraging cutting-edge materials science and optical 
engineering, this initiative will pave the way for next-generation power plants with significantly 
improved efficiency, reliability, and cost-effectiveness. 
 


