
Taiwan's Real Deterrent 
 

Lev Neymotin 

Uncompressed Thinking 

 

The CHIP DEAD SWITCH 

What the media is fretting about Taiwan is, in large part, pure political rhetoric. Not because China is friendly. 
Not because Taiwan is safe in some sentimental sense. And not because military conflict is impossible in 
human affairs. It is because Taiwan has something much stronger than speeches, treaties, televised warnings, 
or talking-head panic. 

Taiwan has a game-stopper. 

Here is my key position: China does not plan to capture Taiwan by force, by invasion or otherwise, because 
force may destroy the very prize China would want to capture. Taiwan's invasion stopper is technological self-
destruction. 

Taiwan's main possession is not land. It is not population. It is not even conventional military power. Its real 
strategic possession is its unique capability to produce the world's most advanced chips - the heart of AI, data 
centers, phones, weapons systems, finance, logistics, and the world's digital infrastructure. 

And that possession is both priceless and extremely fragile. 

Advanced chip production is not like an oil field, a mine, or an ordinary factory. You cannot simply capture it, put 
soldiers at the gate, replace the flag, and continue production. A leading-edge chip fab is a living technological 
organism: machines, software, precision routines, ultra-pure water, chemicals, clean rooms, foreign 
equipment, human talent, maintenance, constant calibration, and global support. 

Break enough of that ecosystem, and the prize disappears. 

That is Taiwan's deterrent. 

The key point is concentration and visibility. Taiwan's advanced chip production is concentrated in a few 
technological sites. It is not hidden. It is not dispersed across a continent. It is visible, known, and therefore 
vulnerable. Any physical hostility can disrupt production, and disruption would affect the entire world - 
including China, which is growing fast in AI, advanced computing, and high-tech industry, and needs chips 
badly. 

So China does not want disruption. It may want leverage. It may want political pressure. It may want eventual 
control. But a military seizure that turns the crown jewel into broken glass is not a rational path to the prize. 

Here is the jewel Taiwan has, the invasion stopper: in one strike, one decision, or one sequence of disabling 
actions, Taiwan can make its most valuable chip production unusable. Whether there is a formal red button 
somewhere is almost secondary. The strategic fact remains: the crown jewel can become useless very quickly. 

Would Taiwan actually do that at the beginning of an invasion by China? Your guess is as good as mine. 

But uncertainty is exactly the point. The suspense it creates is the deterrence Taiwan has - a powerful 
deterrence. If Beijing cannot know whether Taiwan would let the chip infrastructure survive capture, then Beijing 
cannot treat invasion as conquest. It must treat invasion as possible self-destruction of the very prize. 

China needs chips badly. China is racing into AI, advanced computing, military modernization, and high-tech 
industrial power. A war that destroys, freezes, contaminates, or technically disables Taiwan's chip ecosystem 
would damage the world, but it would also strike directly at China's own technological ambitions. 

The United States does not want disruption either. But the United States is on the way to creating backup 
production. It will take time. It is not complete. It is not enough yet. But with sufficient investment and urgency, 



backup capacity can be developed. Today the U.S. does not want disruption, but in a major disruption it may 
suffer less than China over time because it is moving, however imperfectly, to reduce dependence. 

This is why, in one narrow and uncomfortable sense, China and the United States are on the same side against a 
Taiwan war. Their motives are different. Their politics are different. Their strategic goals are opposed. But both 
understand that Taiwan must not become a battlefield if the global chip heart is to keep beating. 

That is also why I believe a direct Chinese military seizure of Taiwan is a remote possibility - close to 
impossibility in rational strategic terms. Not impossible, because politics is never clean, leaders miscalculate, 
and history is full of irrational moves. But remote enough that the daily invasion hysteria should be treated with 
skepticism. 

In my mind, and I believe in President Xi's mind as well, the calculation is clear: why seize a jewel that may turn 
to dust in your hand? 

Taiwan's defense is not only military. It is technological. It is industrial. It is embedded in the fact that the 
island's greatest treasure can become unusable the moment someone tries to steal it. That is the real Taiwan 
equation. 

The invasion story belongs mostly to the land of political talking-heads. The serious question is not: When will 
China invade Taiwan? The serious question is: why would China choose to seize a jewel that Taiwan can destroy 
in a moment? 


