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Personal Introduction

For me Nixon was always a tragic figure, who was unfairly treated by the media and
political establishment, which eventually forced him to resign. The fact that he did resign,
elevated him in my eyes and, at the same time, reinforced my sense that something wrong
was done to him.

There were some suggestions that the entire media was attacking him relentlessly while he
had very limited tools to defend himself - Internet and social media were not there yet, the

tools that helped Mr. Trump to successfully defend himself in the face of multiple attacks by
the media, sometimes fair and sometimes - fragrantly political.

So, here I am trying to build up his record of accomplishments both on the international and
local arenas. My understanding is that this list has many accomplishments that left
fundamental, long range positive imprint on the fabric of domestic and international life and
interactions.

This attempt is to create a minimally biased analysis, trying to screen out many years of
accumulated, mostly negative, narrative.

The following metric is used for the analysis.

Rating scale: Each policy or action is evaluated on a scale from -100 (extreme failure) to
+100 (transformative success). Ratings are based on scope of impact, longevity of effects,
and historical significance. Domestic and international items are considered within their
own domains.

I. Domestic Achievements

e Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 1970 [+95]: Landmark agency with
enduring bipartisan support and lasting national impact on public health and
environmental standards.

e (lean Air Act (1970) and Clean Water Act amendments (1972) [+90]: Strong and
effective legislation with sweeping environmental benefits. Central to federal
environmental regulation.

e Wage and Price Controls (1971) [+25]: Short-term relief from inflation, but harmful
distortions over time.



End of the Gold Standard (1971, "Nixon Shock") [+75]: Revolutionized global
monetary systems; controversial, but ultimately pivotal for modern economics.
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) [+90]: Long-lasting
institution improving workplace safety for millions of American workers.

Accelerated Desegregation of Southern Schools [+90]: Underappreciated but
effective enforcement of civil rights through federal leverage.

Proposed Family Assistance Plan (FAP) [+50]: Forward-thinking welfare reform idea
that failed in Congress, but showed policy imagination.

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) [+75]: Longstanding income support program
for vulnerable populations. Quietly impactful.

l. International Achievements

1972 Visit to China and Normalization of Relations [+100]: One of the most
geopolitically transformative acts of the century. Realigned global power structure.
Détente and Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT I) [+95]: First serious arms
control agreement with USSR; reduced Cold War tensions.

Vietnamization Policy [+60]: Reduced U.S. casualties and helped withdraw American
forces, but did not prevent ultimate collapse of South Vietnam.

Paris Peace Accords (1973) [+60]: Ended direct U.S. military involvement, though
failed to produce durable peace. Mixed success.

Support for Israel in the Yom Kippur War (1973) [+80]: Strategic decision that
strengthened U.S.-Israel relations and solidified U.S. role as key Middle East actor.

Domestic and Foreign Policy Failures (Excluding Watergate)

Economic Stagflation [-40]: Failed to control inflation and unemployment
simultaneously. Led to long-term economic stagnation.

Expansion of Executive Power [-20]: Created concern about unchecked presidential
authority, weakening democratic norms.

Bombing Campaigns in Cambodia and Laos [-60]: Secretive and destabilizing, with
severe humanitarian and geopolitical consequences.

. Watergate: Separate Assessment

The Scandal [-50]: Abuse of executive power, obstruction of justice, and loss of public
trust. Rightfully condemned.

The Aftermath [+40]: His resignation avoided deeper constitutional crisis and showed
acceptance of accountability.

Evaluation [—]: Watergate rightly overshadows many of Nixon's achievements, but it
should not erase them.

Media and Defenselessness [+50]: Nixon lacked tools to communicate directly with
the public and faced a hostile press. A contextual disadvantage.



Conclusion: A Tragic, Transformative Presidency

Domestic Rating Summary (Weighted Average) [+43]:

International Rating Summary (Weighted Average) [+79]:

Overall Legacy Score (Excluding Watergate) [+61]: While Watergate must remain a
stain on his record, Nixon’s enduring influence on foreign policy, environmental
protection, and regulatory infrastructure remains profound. He was a strategist ahead
of his time, undone by the overreach of his own ambition.



