Sheraton Washington Hotel, 2660 Woodley Road at Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20008
Lev Neymotin, circa 1982, business trip for Brookhaven National Lab where | worked from 1979 to 2015.

This is the letter to my aunt on my mother’s side Manya Tukatsier (born in 1914) and her son Benyomen
(born in 1941), both of them, my beloved, passed away...

Hello, my Aunt Manya and Brother Ben!

A thousand times | meant to write a letter, but each time | was stopped by my inability to say much in
little. But remember how it was with Solzhenitsyn: judge not by outcomes but by intentions... With such
serious support behind me, it’s not so frightening to begin the first letter in a long time.

At the moment I’'m on a business trip, in a hotel, with practically no distractions. From Mama’s and
Papa’s letters to you the general situation is already quite well known. Shmulik is already three years
old, with a whirl of untouched hair and, though younger, physically perhaps stronger than Chani, who
herself is now in the middle of her first year at the yeshiva (Hebrew Academy), content, delighting us
with her progress, and often bossing around both Shmulik and Lunia, who has grown a lot over the past
year, helps us with kiddush and benching, initiates and joins in the games that shake our small—by your
standards—house. Most of the time the trio are close, except at those moments when—well, not.

The grown-up half of the household progresses much more slowly, though noticeably. Ira this spring
turns into a Doctor of Philosophy in mathematics. About myself there’s nothing to say, and Ida
Adolfovna has begun attending English courses. The only negative point—time runs much too quickly (I
don’t know to what degree this is news to you about America).

Tomorrow, | have a free day. I'll go wander about the city. A pity only that here there are many places
where nobody except Uncle Toms live (Translator: the reference is to Uncle Tom’s Cabin), where it’s
better not to go. They live, of course, in huts, and we do our best to keep them oppressed...

Happy New Year to you and may everything be meaningfully consistent. | have absolutely no talent for
writing letters, and proof of this should, in principle, be the non-arrival of this one.

One idiot came from Israel and said that my—and your—brother is being offered help in finding a
position (especially in scientific circles) beyond the Urals. I've never heard such nonsense, and you—
even less so. That’s how we live—in a world of lies. Come, and you’ll see.

MpuseT, mos TeTywKa MaHs u 6paT beH!

TbicAYy pa3 cobupanca HanncaTb NUCbMO, HO Kax bl pa3 AeN0 OCTaHaBAMBAIChL Ha MOoeW
HecnocobHoCTU NepesaTb MHOFO B HEMHOTom. Ho nomHuTe Kak y COMKeHULMHA, CyamuTb He No
pe3ynbTaTam a No HamepeHUAM... C TaKoW cepbe3HON NOAAEPKKON He CTPALLIHO HavyaTb NepBoe 33
[0/roe Bpems NUCbHO.

B AaHHbIN MOMEHT A B KOMaHAMPOBKE, FOCTUHMNLA, M MPAKTUYECKM HUKAKNX OTBAEKaOWMX dakTopos. U3
MaMMHbIX-ManMHbIX TMCEM K Bam 061Lan 06CTaHOBKA YKe BNOJIHE U3BecTHa. LLMyAuK yxKe Tpex feT, ¢
3aBUXPEHHbIMUW U HETPOHYTbLIMW BONOCAMM U, XOTA Maaawe, GU3nYecKM NoxKanyn cuabHee Yem XaHu,
KOTOpas, B CBOI oYepeab, HaxoAWUTCA nocpeanHe nepsoro roga 8 newmse (Hebrew Academy),
[0BO/IbHA, PadyeT CBOMMM yCnexamm M 4acTo KomaHAayeT Kak LLmyankom Tak 1 JIloHMKOM, KoTopas 3a 3a
nocnaefHui rog 340pOBO NOAPOCAA, MOMOraeT Ham AenaTb KMAaylw v 6eHY, MHULUMUPYET 1 BKNHOYAETCA B



nrpbl, coTpAacaowme Hawl He60/bLOM NO BALLIMM NOHATUAM AoMm. EOJ'IbLLIYI-O 4aCTb BPpEMEHMU TpOl\/‘IKa
APYXHa, 3@ UCKTIOYHEHNAM MOMEHTOB, KOrga — HeT.

B3pocnasa nonoBMHa HaceneHWa HaWwero Aoma NPorpeccnpyeTt 3HaYNTEIbHO MeJ/IeHHee, XOTA 3aMeTHO.
MNpa BecHoW npespalLaeTtcs B [loktopa Punocodmm no matematuke. MNpo cebs ckasatb Hevero, a Uaa
AzonbdOBHA Ha4Yana XoAMTb HA KyPCbl aHFIMCKOTO A3blKa. EAMHCTBEHHbI HEFaTUBHbI MOMEHT — BpeMA
ABUXKETCA 04YeHb BbICTPO (He 3HAtO B KAKOW Mepe 3TO OTKPbIBAET A/1A BaC AMEPUKY).

3aBTpa y MmeHA cBo6oaHbIN AeHb. Monay 6poanTtb no ropoay. Hasko To/1bKO, YTO 34eCb €CTb MHOTO
MECT, rAe XMUBYT 0aHU AAAn TOMbI U Ky[a /iydlle He XOA4UTb. UBYT OHU, KOHEYHO, B XUMKMHAX U Mbl KaK
MO3KEM CTapaemcs UX yrHeTtaTb.

C HOBeHbKM Bac, U Aa byaeT BCeCMbIC/IEHHO NOCAeA0BaTe IbHbIM. fl COBEpLUIEHHO He YMELD nucaTb
NMcbma, U A0Ka3aTe/IbCTBOM [A0/IXKHO MO naee CTaTb HenoaydeHme AaHHOro.

Mpureskan oaAMH NANOT M3 U3paunna 1 cKasan, uto “moemy 1 Bawemy b6paTty” npeanaratoT NOmMoLpb B
ycTpoictee (0cobeHHO B Hay4HbIX Kpyrax) 3a Ypanom. Takoi epyHZbl A ELLE He C/blLan, a Bbl — TEM
60s1ee. BOT TaK 1 KMBEM B MUPE /IXKN — NPUE3IKAWNTE — yBUAUTE.



