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1. Book Structure and Layout
Introduction
e Purpose: Introduce readers to the world of great art and engage them in learning about painting
styles by recreating masterpieces.
e Content:
o Brief history of painting styles: Impressionism, Cubism, Surrealism, etc.
o Explanation of how studying and reproducing famous works helps develop an eye for
color, composition, and technique.
o Encouragement for users to interpret and enjoy the process rather than strive for
perfection.

Instructions for Users
e Step-by-Step Guidance:
1. Use the small color reference image as your guide for the painting's color palette.
2. Study the larger grayscale reproduction to understand composition and structure.
3. Mix and match paints to recreate the colors of the original artwork.



4. Use the paragraph about the artist and painting to gain inspiration and insight into the
style.
5. Experiment and enjoy the process—imperfections are part of the journey!
e Tips:
Start with light tones and gradually build up darker colors.
o Allow layers to dry for better blending and accuracy.
Clean brushes between color changes to maintain purity.

Page Layout
e Each Page Includes:
1. Small Full-Color Image: Located in the top-right corner for quick reference.
2. Grayscale Reproduction: Faded to a very light brightness, covering most of the page,
leaving ample space for painting.

3. Informative Paragraph: Below the grayscale image, a brief description of:
* The artist and their contribution to art.
» The painting and its significance in the given style.
» Key details about the color palette and technique.

2. Content Organization
e Chapters Divided by Style:
o Impressionism
Cubism
Surrealism
Renaissance
Baroque
Romanticism
Realism
Expressionism
Abstract Expressionism
o Fauvism
e Each Style Section Includes:
o Ashortintroduction to the style.
o Atimeline showing the progression of the style and major artists.
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3. Book Size and Materials
e Book Dimensions: 11 x 14 inches (large enough for detailed painting).
e Paper Type:
o High-quality, thick, and durable paper suited for acrylic paints, such as mixed media
paper or acrylic-specific paper with a weight of at least 300 gsm to prevent warping.
o Spiral binding to allow the book to lay flat during painting.

4. Accompanying Materials
e Set of Brushes:
o 3 simple brushes: small (details), medium (lines), large (backgrounds).
e Set of Paints:
o Abasic acrylic paint set with primary colors (red, blue, yellow), white, and black, along
with secondary colors (green, orange, purple).



5. Additional Features
e Tips Section: Common acrylic painting techniques (e.g., dry brushing, blending, and layering).
e QR Code Links: On each page to short video tutorials for the specific painting and style.
e Perforated Pages: Optional perforation for users to remove and frame their recreated artwork.

Recommended Paper for Acrylic Painting
e Best Options:
o Mixed Media Paper: Ideal for books to allow both sketches and paints, smooth yet
textured enough for acrylic adherence.
Canvas Paper: Thicker and textured for a realistic painting experience.
Ensure it is acid-free to maintain artwork quality over time.

Should Brushes and Paints Be Included?
Yes, including a basic set of brushes and paints makes the book more user-friendly and accessible. It
ensures:

e Consistency in tools for beginners.

e Convenience for users without prior painting supplies.
Alternatively, include a list of recommended supplies and provide an optional companion kit for
purchase.



Sample Page for Edgar Degas — The Ballet Class

Small Color Image
(Top-right corner)
A vibrant, detailed reproduction of The Ballet Class in full color for reference.

Grayscale Reproduction
(Covers most of the page)
A soft grayscale version of The Ballet Class, lightly faded for easy overpainting.

About the Artist: Edgar Degas (1834-1917)

Edgar Degas was a masterful French Impressionist painter, known for his innovative depictions of
modern life. Though often associated with Impressionism, Degas preferred to call himself a Realist, as he
sought to capture fleeting moments of human activity with precision and grace. He was fascinated by
movement and often painted dancers, musicians, and ordinary people in their daily routines. Degas'
works are celebrated for their composition, light, and psychological depth.

About the Painting: The Ballet Class

The Ballet Class (circa 1874) captures a quiet yet dynamic scene of young dancers at practice under the
watchful eye of their instructor. Degas frequently visited Parisian ballet studios, drawing inspiration
from the disciplined artistry of the dancers. The muted color palette, dominated by soft whites, pastel
blues, and warm earthy tones, conveys a serene atmosphere. Notice how Degas uses delicate
brushwork to highlight the folds of the dresses, the textures of the floor, and the subtle play of light
across the room.

Your Challenge
Recreate Degas' masterpiece by bringing life to the grayscale reproduction. Pay special attention to:
e The soft pastel colors of the dancers’ attire.
e The warm, earthy hues of the wooden floor.
o The interplay of light and shadow in the studio.
Remember to keep your brushstrokes loose and natural to mimic Degas’ style. Focus on capturing the
mood and movement of the scene, rather than achieving perfect detail.

Fun Fact
Did you know that Degas often sketched dancers from life and then worked on his paintings in his

studio? He combined careful observation with artistic imagination to create his iconic works.

This layout allows users to engage with the art both intellectually and creatively.



